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I know not how to omuience my present com¬

munication more appropriately than by a brie I sur¬

vey ol enine of tlie principal new publications ;
more particularly miic* ueveral of them connect
themselves, either by authorship or subject, with
the Uiyted Slates. Ti e time has long pact when
an English reviewer scornfully asked, " \\ ho reads
an American book ?" It bus been discovered that
good books are produced beyond the Atlantic, and
tho large importations made by Messrs. Wiley
i'utnam and Mr. Chapman, of the works of Ameri¬
can authors, are convincing proofs of the t stirnation
in which they arc held. The 'auseol authors and
of authorship on both Hides o! the water would be
most materially served by the passage ol an inter¬
national law of copyright, and a very annoying
source of irritability and unkin.l feeling would be
dried up. When you have made :i new President,
and got riil of the War with Mexico.for 1 am
afraid the latter will at le ist -onlinue until the for¬
mer takes place.perhaps you will have time to
attend to it. Silence this- outcry of that "genua
irrilubilc," the book makers, and let the number ol
Repudiating States be diminished so far as possi¬
ble, and John Hull will scarcely be able to pick a

-hole in any part of Brother Jonathan's coat, unless
it ,be respecting the ugly iuh|cci ol slavery ; and, 1
think, if this was not kept alive here by renegades
from the United States, it would soon be left to the
management of those who .ire most concerned with
sand affected by it. 'Vtrfact would continue to be
lamented, but it would cease to be descanted upon
by ignorant demagogue* and empirical philanthro¬
pists on this side the Atlantic.

Tut to the Hooks. And, first, we have a very
handsome London edition ol Mr. Prescott's " His¬
tory of the Conquest of Peru." Very favorable
criticisms have been given of this work. It is said
to be " equally full of interest, equally fruitful in
« display of character, ami equally rich in the les-
' sons which History read? to Philosophy with
the author's history ol Mexico, which w as spoken
of in the very highest terms. Mr. Prescott's style
iS pronounced "highly graphic and-picturesque,
* and consequently very attractive." And, again,
« The theme is admirably adapted to his rich and
' copious style, for it has more than the romance of
* any fiction, so called, and more of poetry than ever
* poet feigned." " Auduboi "a V iviparous.Quadru¬
peds of North America "

is described as the 44 most
4 magnificent work in natliral history which Aineri-
4 c:*, probably the world, has yet produced." Miss
Fuller's " Sketch of Carlisle" is called " a brilliant
* piece of character writirg, throwing light upon his
« peculiarities, and, among other things, explaining
' Irs novel and wilful opinions on the poets."
The indefatigable Mr Ma 'gregor has just pub¬

lished a work, entitled "The Progress of Ameri¬
ca" in two large octavo volumes of about fifteen
hundred pages each, exhibiting in the most con¬
densed form a vast amount of geographical, politi¬
cal, historical, and statistical information. This
truly valuable work, from its *ize and price, and
from the nature of its contet.ts. cannot be expected
to find its way into the hands of the mass of the
people, but the sentiments which the liberal-minded
author expresses towards the United States cannot
be too widely disseminated throughout that coun¬
try. as exhibiting not only Mr. Maegregor's feelings
an! wishes, but those which belong to every en-

ltghteued Englishman. Before quoting Mr. Mac-
gregor it will be quite apposite to «jive a sentence
or two from a notice of the book in that very clever
periodical, the '-Zither »i m

"It is impossible to glance the progrem of America,'
tUL\* tlw \then® im, " without feeling impressed by the high
destinie* of the Anglo-Saxnn raci\ and the contrast which they
.ford to the file of the *Vsnch anJ Spaniards in the New
W »HJ. Europe may I* aid generally to exhibit two types
of civilizatiou.the Latin aur 'to Teutonic; for the Sclavonic
mnre prof»erly belong# to Ari*. lu '.he New World, the La-
t:n 'ype, represented by the Spaniard*, conquered the natives
by the sword , while the Teutonic, -epresented by the Eng¬
lish, subdued Nature itw ll by tlx industrial arts. The
achievement* of the former weie the more brilliant, those ot
the latter the more enduiing. France, in which the two

typ»« are united, r.o linger holds sway on the American conti¬
nent ; ami it is probably for w art of such an intermediate that
the Latin sin ! Teutonic tyj*'* have L*-en brought into collision
at their chief point of contact, the frontiers of Atactica."

In another part of the situe article in the Athe-
DTuni it is said :

"Tbe Anglo-Sax>n ixe'liaa wor. it? position of pre-emi-
oeiict- in the Old and New World* because it ha* been urged
fxward by the spirit of industry, nventi n, production, navi¬
gation, and truk-. The 2: giish and American branches of
thv race are united by roininurity of language, of liberal in-
stituti m*, of rrltgiouafieedoro, it.d >f industrial perseverance.
The disunion of t ie#* iwi Srancae*, tlie disruption of such
kuz-d tics, w ml! Ihruu bn k ihr .fvilisalion of mankind to
j, distance to it miaxurrd Ity <vn*twie*. Both race* have
rsached the Pacific, and brought Kur.ipcan civilization face to
face with the presence of the ohW civilization of t'hin* and
Japan. An >ther generation will r ot pa** before the porta ot
California and Oregon will receive the producc of the opposite
extreme of Asia, aid vender impossible the maintenance ol
¦.xelu'ion by the Chinese ami Japanese."

I have italicised a few words in this extraet. be-
...^ti-'e I think tbe importance of the truth which
ihey inculcate cannot be too strongly impressed
upon the mind ol every or.**.
The following is the conclusion of Mr. Macgre-

jror's remarks. They »re the sentiments of everyEnlightened Enghshniat an -very intelligent Amer¬
ican :
" Iflhere l>e one co» * «>f ;toI: more than another which

we w>uld advocate.to which we would devote our labor*, in
order to aid in obtaining the oniy certain guaranty of peace
an-1 friendship b»tv»een two gr«nt nations, who in language
.ji! race aro on; peoj4<.'liai jourse of poUey i« lo estibli»h
tj),. l.ii! uoullli re»trictioiia on 'he interchange of the com-

moJitie* ol the one n.anlry ti: he other.upon the arrival at,
rtnviining in, and departing t» ».: >1 the *hip* and citizens of
America in every I3riti-.li jier' Hid place in the universe.of
'Uritish ships and nubjects in -.*.* y port and place williin the
American region*. I the ..is'ory of the world presented
tw > Slate» in a po^itio-i and Cor.liUou to do each other tbe
utmost possible got*! <r (he i{reau-t possible evil, such are the
m-tu.il positions and actual ;orditiofi* of the United Kingdom
end the United State*. The -- onstitate *ubject* of serious
von« deratiun for the (fivmanei.ts and for the jieople of twith
Cn^iaiKl and America. Awful, ndeed, would lie the coj.-<e-

<j ience, if those wilJ or foolish politicians, who, from igno
rsti'-e, vanity, ambition, or J» (h more dangeroos and unprin-
rjpi v. de» ifn«, u. u'd invot-e the British and American Pow¬
ers in lhe certain calamities of war. by mi*guiding the jieople
and the (iiverriments <»t ^>>>th countries. (yiv.li/a.ion in
Am -rir i and ni Earope would for the time be paralyzed : ar.d
¦o* only the pretetit generation, '»ut succeeding dim*, would
t.uli r grievously by nn interruption of peace and intercourse
l»4ween the members ot .» «re»t family, who, though dmibd
tn to their Government*, >,re r.eveitheless, in spite of thttr
rwVjX'Ctivc prejudice*, b.»ni.-i «gether as one jmople, by the

inseparable onion of .(i^akir.n he *<ame language, ol tieir.g
educated in schol* in which he ,ame lessons are taught, and
trained a! fireside* where the ruo.her* instil into their children

> >e same virtue* by leading :.e same literature : by studying
Miiiulat I*wf, prof**-i'ig gene iuly the same religion, cherishing
,Uie same domestic association"., practising from hereditary and
common usage the same manners; by having until a very late
oetii d a common history . in short, by inheriting their Mces

*n4 virtue*, their folly and wit-lorn in common. It ha* been
ihe lonn and seriou*con*idrration of these grave cireurn*t*i.ces,
which ha* at all time* urged, and does ami will hereafter urge
«. u, advocate and promote evsry measure which materially,
¦aurally, and honorably ran strengthen tbe ties that will b-nd

and maintain in peaceful harmony the whole British Empire
and the Inited Stales of America."

Mr. Macgregor's work is a great summary of
such facts as enforce the above argument, and to
which we subscribe our full assent, with this caveat:
each country must determine for itself what are the
" least possible RESTRICTIONS" to be placed upon
commercial intercourse, because lite conditions of
the two countries are so very different that what
would or might be the 44leastpossible" in England
and advantageous to its people might be the very
opposite in America, and rice versa. All that is
wanting, however, and all that Mr. Macgregor
means, we apprehend, is, that I'oth countries should
infuse into their commercial policy as much liberal¬
ity, ami embarrass trade and intercourse with as

few restrictions as upon the most enlightened con¬
sideration should appear to be compatible with the
good of the people of each country respectively.
We must be allowed to extract further the follow¬

ing brief passage, as powerfully descriptive ol the
character ol the people ol the United States :

"The txtraordinary power, wealth, anil prosperity of An-
glo-Arnrrica are owing to a population'which has increased in
numbers with unexampled rapidity; possessing abundant em¬
ploy men! and an untiring energy, industry, iind self reliance,
animated at all times by a sleepless commercial and maritime
spirit. with extraordinary intelligence as to all mutters con¬

cerning the active affiirs of the world j and a fearless perse¬
verance in search of adventure, coupled with the passion for
gain . dl these are maintained by that feeling of independent
action which civil liberty and religious freedom inspire."

Mr. Macgregor's view of the condition and pros¬
pects of the Spanish-American portions of the Amer¬
ican continent is very interesting :

41 The condition of Mexico is hopeless. This will appear
(lie rtiys fully detailed in the fourth book of the tirst volume
of this work. Ignorance, the bigotry of tho priesthood, the
tenacity with which the race speaking the Spanish language
inherit all the vices and forget most of the virtues of their an¬

cestors ; the retention too generally in practice of the vicious
fifCid and commercial regulations of old Spain ; the absolute
decrease or the scarcely perceptible increase of the population;
the want ol enterprise, the prevalence of indolence and slo¬
venly agriculture, and the absence of commercial habits, are

far more than sufficient to account for the powerless condition
of the Spanish-American Republics. It is a deplorable fact
that the Spanish Republics are in an infinitely less prosperous
condition than the slaveholding colonies of Cuba and I'orto
Rico : not that we consiber the peace of Cuba as likely to be
permanent, for we believe, if the slave trade is not effectually
abolished, that Cuba is destined to share the fate of llayti."

Mr. Macgregor's observation respecting Cuba is
a striking and important one. He is not a man to
make such an assertion upon slight grounds, and
the subject ii fraught with much interest to your
citizens.

Whilst upon the subject of books it may be as
well to mention "Men, Women, and Hooks " by
Leigh Hi st. This is not a new book, but merely
a reprint, in a collected form, of the various essays
and occasional papers communicated by their amia¬
ble and veteran author to the periodicals of the day.
The book is spoken of as being an exceedingly
pleasant and-agreeable one. not of much pretence,
but every way worthy the author's reputation and
the reader's notice.

Mr. Dot bleday, the author of " A new view of
Population."' to which I have alluded in a lor-
mer communication, has published "A Financial,
Monetary, and Statistical History of England,"
which is spoken of very well by political economists
of a certain class. He destroys the value of all
paper currency at a blow by stating that 44 money is
only valuable as the material of which it is made is
valuable." If this be correct, how valueless are
our Exchequer bills and your Treasury notes. He
asse rts, if not in so many words, by the unavoida¬
ble tendency of his arguments, that the national
debt of England is no debt as respects any general
tion except that which contracts it. "A whole na¬
tion," he says. 44 cannot possibly be bound to a bar¬
gain of their ancestors." He quotes Mr. Jefferson
in defence of this idea, where he (Mr. J.) says,/' We
4 may consider each generation as a distinct nation,
4 with a right, by the will of the majority, to bind
4 themselves, but none to bind the tuccteding netie-
ration" mo re than the 44 inhabitants of another coun¬

try.' Mr. Jefferson, however, did not recommend
repudiation, for he lays it down as a fundamental
rule 44 that no Government should borrow moneywithout laying a tax, in the same instant, for pay¬
ing the interest annually, and the principal within
a given tune ; considering that tax as pledged to the
creditors on the public faith." But Mr. Jefferson
appears to have overlooked his own doctrine : lor
if no succeeding generation is bound by the act of
the preceding one, what use to the creditor will be
the pledging of a tax on the public faith, when the
generation which has so pledged it has passed
away ?

Sir James Graham is said to have advocated the
use of the 44 sponge

" to wipe out the national debt,
and Mr. Doibleday's remedy is 44 the sweeping
it away ;" but it is admitted that either 44 wiping
out" or ,4 sweeping awav " is impracticable. There
is not much room for English journalists to rail at
some of the States in the Union for their having
postponed the payment of the interest upon the
State debts, when a British Minister of Slate has
talked about 4* the sponge" to wipe, old, and a re¬

spectable English writer on political economy re¬
commends the sweeping away the debt itself!These things arc not stated here in a recriminating
or extenuating view, but withan intention ol show¬
ing that it is easier to find fault with others than to
avoid imitating them. Lord A siiburton has just
published a very valuable pamphlet on 44 the Finan¬
cial and Commercial Crisis." No one is better
calculated than his lordship, from his age and ex¬
perience, to be a counsellor on such a question,
having witnessed, as he says,4' so many visitations
of commercial and financial distress." Lord A. is
decidedly of opinion 44 that the general condition of
commerce is sound and satisfactory," and attributes
the existence of the present 44 difficulties to the de¬
rangement of our monetary system and says
thru «uch derangement has been occasioned mainlyb\ the operations of the bank under 44 the terrors
of the act ky which it is fettered." The act allud¬
ed to is Sir Kobert-feel's act of 18M for ihe man-

igement ol the bank, which is said by Lord A. 44 to
be the substitution of machinery for human intelli¬
gence, preventing practical men, such as the bank
directors may be supposed to be, from thinking andacting for themselves on anv emergency ; depriv¬
ing them of the power of exercising any opinion,?he rigid parliamentirv machine being ordained to
think and act for them. The entire tenor of Lord
Ashburtoti s argument appears to be that Govern¬
ment has little to do with banking operations, be¬
yond guarding the public against the isnve of notes
y irresponsible men, <>r the too abundant issue of

.them by the most responsible. All minor regula¬
tions, in fact every thing beyond a due regard to
'he public security, must be left to the sagacity of
the receivers and the practical experience and in¬
tegrity of the issuers of notes. Banking, like manyotii'T things, has been legislated upon too much, and
it is highly probable that great modifications will
be made in the act ol 1811 early in the next ses¬
sion of Parliament.

I here is not much novelty in the scientific world.
A very interesting communication has been made
by Professor Agassi/, who is now in the United
Si ties, to Professor Murchison, of Edinburgh, in
which he says : 441 think I made a lucky and quite
4 an unexpecied hit by tracing the close analogy
4 between the fossil Flora of the European mio-
4 cent deposites and the living Flora of the tem-
4 perate parts of the Inited Slates of North Amc-
. rica. The correspondence extends to all the
4 types of organized beings." 44 Again, I may ob-
4 serve that there is the closest affinity between

i the Flora of the Atlantic shores of North Amen-I ' ca and that of" Japan." " These observations,''
says Professor Murehisoti, "will prove of consi-
? derable value in enabling us to arrive at a just con-
« elusion respecting the condition of the climate ol
' Europe during the middle tertiary epoch."
A wry instructive course of lectures on44 The Con¬

dition of the Sclavonic Nation* " is now deliveringby Count Krazinski at Willis's Rooms, (London.)The lecturer states that "these nations constitute the
4 most numerous race in Europe, and occupy the
4 largest portion of its territory. A Sclavonian popula-
? tion of80,000,000 is now living under the dominion
? Russia, Austria, Turkey, Prussia, and Saxony.
» The.political and literary importance of the Scla-
' vonians is rapidly increasing. A strong intellec-
? tual movement is now animating them, and is at-
4 tended by a, growing tendency toward a union.
4 This tendency, designated J'ansluvism, is consi-
4 dered likely to lead to the establishment of a pow-I? erful confederacy." Certainly the union of eigh¬
ty millions of people would be a most powerfulconfederacy ; and one which, could it be brought
about a tiling very much to be questioned, remem-
bering the watchfulness and the power of existingGovernments.would change the whole aspect of
affairs in continental Europe.
The papers will have informed you of the death

of Dr. Chalmkrs. His character as a preacher and
bis worth as a inau are known throughout the ci¬
vilized world. Hut it is not so generally known
that his published works extend to twenty-five vo¬
lumes! Dr. C. was the first Presbyterian minister
who obtained an honorary degree from the Univer¬
sity of Cambridge; and one of the first Scotch¬
men who have been elected corresponding mem¬
bers of the Institute of France.
The Theatrical world still appears to contain

only one object and one subject.the " Swedish
NightingaleThe theatrical critic of the Morn¬ing" Chronicle is the only one who ventures to
" damn with faint praise" this vocal wonder.

In one thing, and to her a most important one,
she has, however, great pre-eminence; she is better
paid. Pasta has repeatedly had 2,500 guineas for
a season; and Gam still more, besides the lucra¬
tive privilege of singing at private concerts. Jenny
Lind has 5,000 guineas for the present season,
with a superb residence at Brompton, equipage,
servants, &e. gratuitously found her. She is not
to sing in London, however, except at the I alacc.
She is described as bearing the honors of her mira¬
culous success most meekly, being in no way elat¬
ed, and quite indifferent to the flatteries of the great
fashionable world. Going on or coming oil' the
stage, she is exempted, by special arragement, frombeing addressed or congratulated by any stranger,
no matter how exalted ; and her wish lor all ilie
privacy compatible with her position is respected,and as rigidly enforced by Mr. Lumley as possible.
This fully accords with all the reports of her mo¬
dest, simple, and retiring character in private life
that preceded her arrival here: all that rumor with
its thousand tongues said of this gilted woman has
been substantiated.
We have nothing new of a Domestic nature ; the

price of grain is oscillating gently up and down,
but, on an average, about 5s. the bushel lower
for wheat than when I wrote you last. Immense
arrivals are expected from Odessa and the Black
Sea ; the promise of the doming harvest is, that it
will be early and good. Rumors are strongly
afloat respecting the potato disease having again
appeared, but nothing is confirmed. Emigration
still goes on upon a large and a yet increasing scale ;
that from Great Britain this year will be double the
usual average. There is much money drawn out
of the savings banks in France ; it is said, princi¬
pally by people withdrawing their little earnings to
seek with them a transatlantic home ; upwards of
000,000 francs were withdrawn from the banks in
France in three days at the commencement of May,the deposites being only a trifle more than 500,000
francs in that time. The .surplus of withdrawals
over deposites in England is in about the same pro¬
portion. As things are at present, there is abun¬
dant reason for emigration from England. But I
am glad to find that population does not yet tread
venj closely upon the heels of possible produce.Late returns tend to show that although there are
at present about 45,000,000 of cultivated acres in
the United Kingdom, there are at least half as much
more susceptive of culture. Mr. Allison says:
" The British isles alone, from their own soil, could
« maintain 120,000,000 of people on wheaten bread
? drawn from the arable land, and on butcher meat
4 drawn from the pasture land." Many well-in¬
formed staticians held Mr. Mlison's statements to
be correct. It we reduce the capability of suste¬
nance, a* stated by him. to one-half, we need have
no fear-of present starvation.

Railroad speculation is still44 going ahead " here ;
there have, however, been some terrible accidents
Jately, which shake the nerves ol the timid when
committing themselves to that mode of transit;
more than seventy persons were killed by accidents
on railroads during the three weeks preceding the
7th instant. \Ve have plenty of means for em¬
ploying spare capital, should other than railroads
be preferred; lor instance, there is the " L nited
Kingdom Artesian Water Company," formed for
the better supply of London with water; the capi¬tal of this company is .4.500,000. Already eightcompanies exist with an aggregate capital of
43,225,000. These companies supplied 314.553,
000 hogsheads of water last year. The Artesian
wells are calculated to produce more than twelve
times this amount, or enough from the chalk bed
upon which London is built to supply all the peo¬ple in dreat Britain and Ireland. Glass or por¬celain pipes are to be used, and the expense to those
using the purer water so supplied will not be more
than one-third the present cost ol the interior arti¬
cle. The scheme is said to be very feasible, and
stands well in the opinion of scientific men.

Another enterprise of a truly philanthropic de¬
scription is the 44 Suburban I illage dissociation,
for the purpose of building villages in healthy situ¬
ations within a short distance of the metropolis,and accessible by railways, consisting of houses
and gardens for tiie residences of artisans and others
of moderate income at reduced rents, including rail¬
way fare daily between their residences and their
places of employment. The details of the plan
are of the most benevolent, and apparently ol the
niowl practicable description. Lord Morpeth, Earl
Denbigh, and many other philanthropic noblemen
i-nd gentry are on the committee for carrying this
plan into execution.

Mr. Bancroft lately attended a public meeting
whioh was held for the purpose of erecting a mo¬
nument to the memory of Caxton, thv. first Eng¬lish printer, and made a speech upon the occasion
full of liberal and enlightened sentiments. Ii is
truly gratifying to the friends of progress to see
Englishmen and Americans thus uniting in objectsof tins description. The monument \\ .11 be near
Westminster Abbey.

Candidates lor seats in the next Parliament sir*

busy canvassing nearly every county, city, and !>.>.
row'ill in the country. Two leading questions will
occupy the first attention of that Parliament, One,
will be the corn laws. A strenuous effort is likely
to be made by the protectionist landocrury to per¬
petuate the four-shilling duty established by Str
Robert Peel's corn law as a minimum until Febru¬
ary, 1N10. The second subject will be what has
been termed 44 free Iradt in laud," meaning the use
of land commercially, and freeing it from the feudal
trammels bv which it is now incumbered. This
involves all such questions a* tenant right, leases,
the law of distress for rent, and the abolition of the
power to entail lands on unborn generations. Some
fear is entertained of a deficiency in the revenue of
the current quarter, which will terminate with the

present month. 1 know not upon wnai die fear is
founded. The following statistics, taken altogeth¬
er, would not point to such a result:
The Cotton imported during the first three

month* of 1846 wus 98,000,000 lbs.
Do. do. do. do of 1847 83,000,000 lbs.
The quantity of wool, hemp, and dye-stufl's used

was also much diminished.
The Copper, consumed in the first three

mouths of 1846 was 8,100,000 lbs.
Do. do. do. do. of 1847 9,000,000 lbs.
Su ci au consumed in the first three months
of 1846 117,400,000 lbs.

l)o. do. do. da. of 1817 134,000,000 lbs.
Tiu increased in consumption in a similar proportion.('iTTLt imported first four months ol 1815 2,791

l)o.. do. do. do. of 184ti 14,753Do. do. do. do. of 1847 25,660
Of all other articles of daily consumption the

quantities imported in the first four mouths of the
present year exhibit a very striking contrast with
titose imported in the same period of former years :

1845. 1816. 1817.
Grain of all kinds, <jrs. 227,04 5 820,474 2,266,413
Flour and meal, cwt. 15,764 717,631 1,893 456
1'iovisions of all kinds, cwt. 43,81(5 61,826 115,765
Uut'.er, cwt. 01,730 49,354 82,928
('lieese, cwt. 76,229 77,936 100,739

Kue, cwt. 84,891 137,701 370,517
The imports of grain from April 5th to May 5th

was 931,175 quarters, and of flour and meal
(528,020 cwt. There were also imported duringthe same time 27,805 cwt. of provisions, 8,054
head of live cattle, 35.437 cwt. of butter, 28,04 1
cwt. of cheese, and 155,30.'] cwt. of rice; quan¬
tities which have never been equalled at any for¬
mer time whatever, and which show in the most
forcible manner how ex<;eedingly'deficient onr own
supplies must have been, since; even with these iin-
inense foreign supplies, the prices of all articles of
food have been most distressingly high. *

THE COCA OF PERU.

FUOM THE "NOllTH AMERICAN.
The "Travels in Peru'' in l$d8-4'2, by Dr. J. J- Von

Tschudi, a German savant, of which a translation has recent¬
ly appeared in London, (not yet reprinted in the United States,)
supplies a great deal of interesting intelligence about the couri-

try, of some portions of which we lecl inclined toavuil ourselves
for the benefit of the readers of the North American and
United States Gazette. And, first of the Coca.the Peruvian
intoxicating drug, the most singular und efficient, and appar-
ently the least destructive of all the care-killing poisons to
which, as to alcohol, opium, hemp, ava, <kc., men are so

prone to form a vehement attachment. Various notices of
this drug appear in the works of Peruvian travellers, as in the
"Three Years in the Pacific" of Dr. Kuscheuberger, United
States Navy, formerly of this city, who brought home, and,
we believe, deposited a specimen among the collections of the
Academy of Natural Sciences. The account given by Von
Tschudi is the most recent and the fullest that we have seen,
and has indeed the merit of having been drawn up among
the cuca-chacriu or coca plantations in the hot mountain val¬
leys east of the city of Lima, where it is cultivated with par-
ticular success, and where it yields three crops a year,
The plant (Erythroxylon coca of the botanists) is a small

shrub of six feet high.the part used is the dried leaves.
These are chewed like tobacco ; but the amateur improves the
natural flavor (which is similar to that o? "the worst kind of
green tea") by the addition of a little quicklime or the alka¬
line ashes of certain plants. The coqueros, or chewers, who
include all the mountain Indians and laboring classes, and
not a few of the gentry of Peru, take it at intervals, three or

four times a day, and consume from an ounce to an ounce
and a half in the twenty four hours. The practice of chew¬
ing the coca is reprobated as l«ing highly un^enteel, and ac¬

cordingly people of fashion indulge the propensity in secret.
The attachment once formed, as in the case of other narcotic
poisons, the coquero " finds it difficult, indeed almost impos¬
sible, to relinquish it."

.4 The operation of the coca," says Dr. Von Tschudi, " is
similar to that of narcotics administered in small doses." He
compare* the effects to those produced by the toii«a, or Peru-
vitn thorn-apple, and those by opium. " In the effects con¬

sequent on the use of opium and coca there is this distinc ion,
that coca, when taken even in the utmost excess, never causes
a total alienation of the mental powers or induccs bleep ; but
like opium it excites the sensibility of the brain, and,the re-

peated excitement, occasioned by its intemperate u« alter a
series of years, wears out mental vigor and activity." I.arge
doses dilate the pupil of the eye and produce intolerance of
light.
What is most astonishing nbout the coca is, that it is almost

an absolute substitute forfood ; that it confers an actusI pow-
..r of enduring severe and long protracted labor ; and that, al¬
though undoubtedly pernicious when indulged in to great ex¬
cess, its ordinary use is productive of only minor evils. All
who chew it have "a bad breath, pale lips and gum*, green-
i*li and stumpy teeth, and an ugly black mark at the angles
of the mouth and an inveterate coquero is known at the
first glance .by " his unsteady gait, his yellow colored skin,
his dim and sunken eyes enc.rcled by a purple ring, his qui-
vering lips, and his general apathy." Hut, "setting aside all
extravagant and visionary notions, says the author, " I am
clearly of the opinion that the moderate use of the coca is not
merely innoxious, but that it may even !>e very conducive to
health a position supported by reference to the longevity of
Italians, coqueros from boyhood.
" That the coca," he adds, " is in the highest de^re nutri¬

tions is a (yet beyond dispute. I he incredible fatigues endur-ed by the Peruvian infantry with very spare diet, but with the
regular use ol the coca ; the laborious toil of the Indian miner,
kept up, under similar circumstances, throughout a long scries
ot iears, certainly afford sufficient ground for attributing to the1 cot"a leaves not a quality of mere temporary stimulus, but a

powerful nutritive principle. Of the great power of the In¬
dians in enduring fatigue with no other sustenance than eoc«,
I may lien; mention an example. A Clmloof lluari, named
Hiiitun lluamang. was employed by me in very laborious dig-gin'. During ihe whole time he was in my service, viz. JiveJW and night*, he never tailed anyfood, and took on y two
li'iiiri tleep ntvhtb. But at intervals of two and a hall'or three
hours he rvguiarly masticated about halfan ounce ofcoca leaves,
and he kept an acntlico (or quidl continually in his mouth. I
was constantly beside him, and therefore 1 had the opportunityol closely observing him. The work tor which I engaged him
being finished, he accompanied me on a two days'Journey ol
t»< uiy-three leagues across the level height*. I hough on loot
In- kept up with the pace of my mule, and halted only lor the
'hvccar, (or chewing.) On leaving me he declared that he
wu'dd willingly engage liiinselt again lor llie same amount ot
work ; and that he would go through it without food if I would
but allow him a sufficient supply of coca. The village priest
assured me that his man was nixty-tno year* oj and that
lie had never known hint to be ill in his life."
The coca is the best preventive of the difficult respiration

felt in the rapid ascents of the GordilTera, as Von Tschudi
hears witness from " his own personal experience." He
drank the infusion, which enabled him "during the whole
da) to clunb tin' heights, and follow the swift footed wild ani¬
mal*," at an elevation of 14,000 feet nUm- the s>a, with as

much ease as if hunting on the rtoast. Nor did he sufferfrom
symptoms of cerebral excitement or uneasiness of any kind,
and the usual returns of huuger were retailed.
The coca w,is indulged in by the Peruvian Indiana in the

remotest limes. It was employed in Ihcir religious crremon'cs,
and is Mill connected with some ol their accret and deep rooted
superstitions The clergy and the public authorities, there¬
fore. endeavored to extirpate its use in vain ; the miners
and landholders found that the Indianscould not labor without
it; and now the use is not only permitted, but, despite the
edicts ol the fashionable agams: it, recommended by Peruvian
philosophers, ami the plant itself is regarded by a i aim and
judicious Gennsn physician a« "a great blessing to iYru-'
We are surprised that our American medical savnns have

not caused it to lie iiupmted l>>r experimental purpon a. It i<
manifest t!i»' a sub ¦.tanee possessing such prop, iti- s, regarded
as a medicine men Iv, mu*t he capable f numerous important
applications in disease. It is equally clear thai, as forming n

part of the siores for seam n and travellers, (as on long voy jgea
and on the route lo Oregon and California,) it might supply
the means of sustaining life and effort amid the horrors ot ship¬wreck and the desert. The price at Tarnia, near th" planta¬
tions, averages twenty-four cents a pound j and this would
doubtless be doubled when brought to the United Slates. Hut
when we rememlter that an ounce or two makes a full day s

Hiipplv, it cannot In- denied thnt it would Is* a cheap resource,
whether as a medicine or n preventive of starvation.

Loc< sis .These strange visiter* have made iheir appear¬
ance in many parts of our country again. In Henderson,
McDowell, Kutherford, <Vo. millions of them have made the
welkin ring with their merry song for weeks past. I he whole
earth seems to have been perforated by them in their e«cn|>ofrom it, which they have so long inhabited. It lias lw*»n jii«t
seventeen years si;ice they appeared before where they now
ate. They extern! within eight miles of Abbeville on the south
and enst. It is said that they remain but lorly daysj il so,
their day of probation will pass away during the present week.
They have created a perfect harvest for hogs, squirrels, tur¬
keys, geese, »Ve., and even d'»gs eat them! Their bodies
.re black and their wings, tour in number, a light transparent
color. They kill a great deal of young growth, mostly chest¬
nut, aourwood, chinquepin, ami fruit trees.

(Highland (/V. C.) Mmrngrr.

1 THE EDITORS.

Gentlemen : I have had much pleasure in pe¬
rusing in your columns a communication from Mr.
It. Kichardson, of Bethany, Virginia, suggestingthat descriptions of countries suited "to settlers be
published in newspapers for the benefit of all con-
cerned. 1 think the idea good, and that benefit
would ensue, and to that end beg to lav before youthe following, which please publish in the lutelli-
genccr if you approve :

I would cull the attention of foreign immigrants and our na¬
tive citizens who desire a new home (especially if with a view
to agricultural pursuits) to a range of country on both sides of
Rock river, extending, say twenty to thirty miles 011 each
side, and from the Mississippi to ils (liock river's) source, es¬

pecially that part beginning about Whitesides county and ex-

tending northeasterly into Wisconsin, as being more favored
with the combinations so requisite for making a good farm
than any other section of equal extent it has been my good
foitune to see. The combinations alluded to are, soils unu¬

sually rich, deep (three and four feet loam) prairie, gently
sloping or rolling, to ensure adequate draining. These prai¬
ries are covered with a rich nutritious native gross, that fattens
the animals for the butchers, and makes a hay equal to the
tame grasses.cutting over two tous to the acre. This land
is worked with little labor, in fact no more than subdued land
that is down to grass; no clearing of timber and stumps be¬
fore crops may be put in the ground, but the plough may at
once be applied as upon a farm loug worked. Thus a settler
may have crops of various grain, «Stc. the first year, and in
quantity and quality fully equal to the richest land in similar
latitudes.say about 41°.so all grains, plants, fruits, &c.
thrive well, more particularly wheat, maize, rye, barley, oats,
beans, pease ; also the various roots, far, very far better; larger
crops than 1 have ever known upon an average in England or
other sections of the United States. Timber is not so abun¬
dant as elsewhere, but there is enough, with the improved
modes of fencing. It is generally dotted about the prairies in
grovtt), more or less extensive, and adds much in this way to
the beauty of the scenery and' keeping down disease, in con-

trast with dense murky foiest^, as in Michigan, for example.
Then, wherever the prairie is not cultivated and lire is kept out,
various forest trees spring and grow up with a rapidity that

" surprises even the oldest settlers. I have some hundred acres!

where not a tree was visible in 1843 now covered with young
oaks of various kind*, hickory, ash, black walnut, elm, &c.,
some of which grew about six feet the first season. I hen
there are springs of the purest water, with brooks that carry
oir the llowirigs of the springs, which never fail and rarely
freeze. The surface of this tract lies elevated, and therefore
drains perfectly.a spot of stagnant water or swamp is rare.
The roads are good, excellent at all seasons, except during a

week or two when frost is leaving. Even in England roads
are not'¦ better than in this rich and beautiful valley of liock
river, which throughout wears the appearance of park and
lawn and farm, with the mingling of the verdant prairies,
groves, openings, or barrens; through the latter you may drive
with as much pleasure as though much expense and labor had
been bestowed upon them.

Around are abundance of flouring and saw-mills, also stores
and mechanics, with villages and schools. The Ntate has a

large fund foi the support of schools. Post offices are as fre¬
quent as is desirable, and post-coaches traverse the country
in every direction, on many routes daily each way and on others
thrice per week. Letters from Ntw York reach us in eight
to ten days, and I have received a letter from England in
twenty-one days after it was mailed there.
The canal that is to uuite Lake Michigan with the Missis¬

sippi will, I believe, be in operation next spring, and it runs

within about forty miles of the spot where I have " pitched
irv tent," after seeing much of the four quarters of our globe,
giving it preference to all other places. The climate is far
brighter and more joyous than Italy, especially summer; for
there are no siroccos, no sultry days, as within the tropics ; a

fresh exhilarating breeze arises soon after the tun, giving a

temi>erature more delicious than I have enjoyed elsew here.
Then such quantities of game and fish, however ardent for
fi, Id sports or the gentle Walton's ciaft, you may satiate here;
where those to whom busy, bustling, heartless intercourse are

not requisite, may fiud ratiuiial contentment and invest their
means satisfactorily for themselves and heiis, seeing it improve
in value with a rapidity and certainty rarely found elsewhere.
Here we drive alt over the country or ride on onn large field
of grass, undulating, it is true, but rarely so much as to in¬
convenience.now and then we must wind to right or left to
clear a funce. Kock river is not one of the grandest but is one
of the most beautiful rivers I have seen. It winds its way
some two hundred and fifty miles through the coui.try alluded
to, and its high banks, with now and then a perpendicular
blurt" of limestone of two hundred feet or more, then a grassy
slope, covered with park-like forest trees, rarely, and then for
a very limited space, spreading itself into bayous. 1 his river
has been surveyed, and will ere lung be made navigable, and
with a canal from near its source to Lake Michigan, will unite
the great Lakes with the " Father of aters. 1 wo paths
for railroads have l>een surveyed, and it is believed that they
will be commenced by 1S48.9, if not sooner. Then we may
reach New York in sixty hours !
The scenery is unsurpassed for beauty, though not partak¬

ing of the grand ; yet, not the less pleading or various, for all
around partakes of the utile as well duke. Views of fifteen
to thirty miles are frequent, and a change of position of a mile
or two gives new views, as does apparently a change of the
atmosphere. I know of no place or country into which I
would attempt to draw an invalid friend, with hopes of favor¬
able influence in preference to this, from May to IS'ovcmlier.

I hope the approaching Convention at our commercial mart
may tend to attract more attention to this greatly favoted sec¬

tion. Conveyance from Chicago throughout the Slate is
abundant, thanks to the enterprise of Col. Prink, the pioneer
of stage coaches in this West. In 1840 the population of Illi-
nois was about 460,000 ; in 1845 about 042,000 t and since
then the increase has been more than in a ratio, so that I l»e-
lieve in 1850 it will not fall short of 900,000 or perhaps one

million. What will it amount to in 18fi0, with such un-
lioumled natural resources in soil for cultivation ; in her lead
mines, and, above that here, inexhaustible fields of bituminous
coal. Lyell, the geologist, stated before the savann in Eng¬
land that Illinois had more coulthan England and Wale* !
When our means of transit are adequate, say probably in

1850-3, Illinois will become known, and it will be seen that
her products will exceed three and four fold the quantity at

present.
The Convention now in session for amending the constitu¬

tion have, by a decisive vote of two to one, shown that the
Egyptian rule of darkness has passed away, and we shall now
merce into comparative wisdom in alfiirs of Government.
They decided by that vote not to prohibit banking by a clause
in the new constitution, which was one of the tricks of loco-
focoism. The people have felt the wai.t of means, and have
now learnt how to remedy the pressure ; thus has gone down
the greatest hebby and humbug of that doomed party. There
were supposed to lx> twelve more Loros in 'he Convention
than Whigs.

Hetter tunes are coming for Illinois, and the time is now at
hand ; one more election for our L gMature (elections are

biennial) r.ext year and our Htate will lake a position far above
her present one. Sbo will tax and cunmence paying, anil in
sums worthy of notice. Something more than ex Gov. Ford's
$30 000 ! All signs of late indicatemuch, and more. I he
north (of our Htate) will be in the attendant as to population
in 1850, (in contradistinction to the aouth, or Kistct !) Then
wisdom.honor will predominate in her councils. The trav¬
eller would at once see a broad difference now between the
north and south ! I must cense thi- stra n and return to my
subject. '

Around trie, and all through this Rock River V alley, lie
sjs)ts and farms combining all that i* desirable for agriculture,
stock, Ate..say rich fertile prairie, grovrs, barrens, springs,
cre» k«, A"\, »s alluded to aliovt, and at low prices, varying
Hccording to position, improvements, A*c. from three dollars
Op to six, seven, and nine dollars per acre, llul nucleuses
are to be found Willi the above combinations that command
3,000, 5,000, up to 10,(MIO acre* of the richest prairies, that
may be entered at land offices at jier acre and added to
the property, thus diminishing the average cost and forming a

dozen or more large farms.nice for friends to settle and im-
prove l>eside each other.

I have found sheep to thrive well here. My large flock has
improved yearly as they liecame aeelimalrd / that is the great
difficulty in the way of success. Hhcep driven in here from

other climate*, other feed, and too fast on the road, cannot but
sutler much, and two or three years are requisite to make all
right; then I believe there is no country sujierior ior the ani¬
mals and other stock- Beside*, many persona seem to fancy
sheep can take cure of themselves; such oi' course are disap¬
pointed. I ketp a number that justifies keeping a shepherd
devoted suleli/ to the flocks, and I am rewarded. Then I
made war on the wolves and other vurminta until they trouble
me no more. When will our National Administration be able
to say thus much of their unholy war on Mexico ?

I shall be gratified in replying to letters making inquiries
regarding this favored runge of Illinois, or seeing persons who
may visit this woy, to whom I would alfbrd all information in
my power, and facilities, as horses and vehicles, for looking
around. Indeed, I desire some of similar tastes and pursuits
to settle around me, that we may be of mutual benefit.

There is a want oi real good mechanics, such as can be re¬

lied on in all respects, especially faithful work, best materials,
and I't'MCTCALlTT.such earn largo wages. There is
an abundance of those nut possessing the ubove requisites, of
course more are not needed. I should be glad to meet a per¬
son of intelligence, agreeable and amiable, with some means,
and acquainted with business generally, who would join me
in my pursuits. 1 would show that it would prove advanta¬
geous. A desire of travelling now and then makes it desira¬
ble to have a party interested on the spot. 1 wish also for a

real good farmer, who knows the whole duty, both of culti¬
vation, rotation of crops, grasses, roots, &c.; also, care of
stock, into which I go deeply.thut has a place for every thing
and every thing in its place. To such I would offer for carry¬
ing on my large farm (about 1,600 acres) such terms as he
could not resist; and I invite such to come and see mc with¬
out loss of time; for, should he not like carrying on any other
than his own farm, I would sell him one of several very per¬
fect ones I have, at a low price and on very easy tefms, and also
aid him in many ways useful to a new settler. Address

JOHN SHILLA13ER,
Grand de Tour, Ogle county, Illinois.

Jcmk 25, 1847.

CITY NEWS.

Fourth of July Ckleiikatioxs..In this city and ite vi¬
cinity there were numerous and highly interesting celebra¬
tions of the national anniversary, all of which, we are happy
to state, passed off without accident or any unpleasant occur¬
rence to mar the festivities of the day. Indeed, wo do not
remember ever to have witnessed, during the last twenty
years, a festival where so much harmony, quiet, and sobriety
prevailed as on our avenues and streets during last Monday,
from sunrise till sunset. ,

Although there was no military parade or public procession
of any kind by any of our public societies, the Sabbath scho-1 lars of this city and Georgetown celebrated the festival in the
adjacent groves in a very spirited, handsome, and agreeable
manner. The largest celebration of this kind that we have
heard of took place in the garden and pleasant grounds at¬
tached to the mansion of the late Gen. Van Ness. Not less,
we learn, than fifteen hundred persons united in this festival,
of whom nearly one thousand were the Sunday scholars be-I longing to the Catholic churches of this city. A band of mu¬
sic enabled the young dancers on the green to enjoy them¬
selves, as they did, to their heart's content. Refreshments
were bountifully provided and served up to this numerous and
highly delighted party.
The Sabbath Schools of the First Baptist Church (Rev.

Mr. Brown's) and the E street Baptist Church, (Rev. Mr.
Samsoii's,) with the choirs of the two churches, forming a com¬

pany of about two hundred and fifty persons, united in the
celebration of the day in the spacious and beuutiful grove be¬
longing to Joseph Gales, Esq., north of the city, to which
place they proceeded in procession at an early hour in the
morning. The day was most agreeably spent in exercises
suitable to the occasion. The company was addressed by the
Rev. Mr. Samson and by the Rev. Mr. Halsey, and were en¬
tertained by a variety of excellent singing by the combined
choir and by the children ; ample time was also afforded for
social enjoyment, and for the recreation ai.d amusement of
the children.
The Sabbath Scholars attached to Wesley Chapel, a

very numerous and happy party, celebrated the anniversary
in Berry's woods. They had refreshments abundantly pro¬
vided, and they amused themselves with many innocent pas¬
times in the interval of singing, recitation*, and prayer. The
day wns spent in a very happy manner.

The Sabbath Scholars attached to Ryland Chapel, from
that part of the city called the Island, celebrated the anniver¬
sary at Roche's Spring, not far from the Long Bridge. The
children, teachers, and many of their parents, amounting to
about five hundred persons, partook of an abundant collation,
lemonade, and confectionaries. They had recitations, ad¬
dresses, and vocal music to instruct and enliven them, all of
which they greatly enjoyed.
The Sabbath Scholars attached to the several Sunday Schools

of Georgetown united in a hapdsome procession and walked
out with their teachers and parents to Parrott's woods, where
they had abundant refreshments provided them. The Rev.
Mr. Sewall and the Rev. Mr. Reese, of Baltimore, addressed
the numerous assemblage in a very happy manner. All
seemed delighted with the entertainment a.id manner of con¬

ducting it.
Thk Fihkwohks, prepared by the order of the Secretary

of War, under the direction of Mr. (Jostkx, United States
Pyrotechnist, were exhibited on Monday nii,ht, about nine
o'clock, on the Mall, south of the President's House. A
dense mass of spectators (not less, we think, than 15,000
persons) witnessed this beautiful display, the brilliance and
beauty of which surpassed any thing of the kind we ever be¬
fore witnessed. All the devices were beautiful ^ but the final
exhibition, representing the " Temple of Lib* rty," surmount¬
ed with the American Eagle, and inscritn-d "July 4th, 1776,"
with the word " Independence" below in characters of glo¬
rious and splendid light, was a chef (Tfriivrt ol the pyro¬
technic art, such as produced spontaneous and universal ad¬
miration.
The beautiful rockets discharged from the Arsenal were

seen all over the District, and were grander th^n any we ever

lielore saw. We understand the fireworks exhibited at the
Arsenal were of a magnificent order.

Thk C*Lr«*ATio!« or thk 4th ofJclt vrGaonwrroww
Collbmk took place on Monday, iho 5th. A bright and
pleasant day proved favorable to the attendance of the invited,
who camo in great numbers, consisting principally of lawyers,
physicians, former students, literary gentlemen, and friends
tnd patrons of the institution. A society from the Colum¬
bian College also attended with their banner. Many of the
guests arrived at art early hour for the purpose or enjoying the
beauty and coolness so remarkable throughout the extensue
gardens of this classic retreat. At one o clock P.M. the en¬

tire company, with prefects and students, marched in proces¬
sion, preceded by the admirable College Band, to the large
and tasteful hall, where the Declaration of Independence was
read by Mr. Dublanc, of Louisiana, accompanied by some

remarks, in most correct thought and eloquent language.
The Oration was then pronounced by Mr. Donegan, of Ala¬
bama which was heard with the most profound and admiring
attention. Lively and patiiotic music filled the pauses l>e-
fore, between, and after the s|teechos. Alxwt thretf o'clock
the guests sat down to a bountiful and luxurious banquet,
prepared by the Faculty and Students. Here numerous and
brilliant t.asta were given and warmly applauded, and stir¬
ring addrrsses were delivered by the venerable G. W. P.
Custi*, Mr. Brockus, Mr. Crawford, and others, followed by
exquisite music. Certainly the most remarkable speech on
this occasion was by Mr. John Foy, of the V Republican
Hole!," remarkable for its brevity.a desirable quality at din¬
ner, and the nicely turned compliment. A toast was given,
««To John Foy, of the lower house." That gentleman, af¬
ter a little hesitation, being " unaccustomed to public speak¬
ing," rose to reply. He evidently was at a loss what to ssy,
till, trusting to the molher-wit of an Irishman, he spoke
nearly as follows : "Gentlemen: John Foy» of th«; lower
house, thanks you, and is happy to find himself to-day in the
highent hinitr in which he ever was in his life Georgetown
College." At about six o'clock the company l»gan to de¬
part, well pleased with the entertainments of the da*.

It was remarked that this celebration at the v« nerable
Georgetown College was honored with the attendance of four
venerable fathers, to wit: Father McElroy, (just returned
from Mexico,) Father Mathews, Father Mulledy, and Father
Coombs.


